
ORDINANCE #93- JQ 

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA; DECLARING I T  TO 
BE A POLICY OF NASSAU COUNTY TO SUPPORT THE AVAILABILITY OF AF- 
FORDABLE HOUSING; PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISIiMENT OF A LOCAL SHIP 
PROGRAM; PROVIDING FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION AND ADMIN1:STRATION OF 
THE SHIP PROGRAM; ESTABLISHING AN AFFORDABLE HOUSING TRUST FUND; 
CREATING AN AFFORDABLE HOUSING ADVISORY COMMITTEE; REPEALING 
CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR SEVERARILITY; AND PROVIDING 
FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, THE Board  o f  County Commissioners o f  Nassau County, F l o r i d a  
and i t s  c i t i z e n r y  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  
f o r  a l l  persons t o  have access t o  sa fe ,  decen t ,  and a f f o r d a b l e  housing;  and 

WHEREAS, i n  1992 t h e  F l o r i d a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  approved t h e  W i l l i a m  
E. Sadowski A f f o r d a b l e  Hous ing Ac.t, c r e a t i n g  t h e  S t a t e  Housing I n i t i a t i v e s  
P a r t n e r s h i p  (SHIP) f o r  t h e  s p e c i f i c  purpose o f  s u p p o r t i n g  and expand ing t h e  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  a f f o r d a b l e  hous ing  r e s o u r c e s  w i t h i n  t h e  S ta te ;  and 

WHEREAS, Nassau C o u n t y ' s  l o c a l  comprehensive p l a n  r e q u i r e s  t h e  sup- 
p o r t  o f  a c t i o n s  des igned  t o  enhance t h e  access t o  and a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  a f -  
f o r d a b l e  h o u s i n g  f o r  l o w e r  income f a m i l i e s  w i t h i n  s a i d  j u r i s d i c t i o n ;  and 

WHEREAS, a  l o c a l  hous ing  p a r t n e r s h i p  i n c o r p o r a t i n q  n o n - p r o f i t  and 
f o r - p r o f i t  agenc ies ,  homebu i l de rs ,  r e a l t o r s ,  f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and 
government o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a c t i v e l y  endorses a c t i v i t i e s  t o  expand a f f o r d a b l e  
hous ing  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  l o c a l  c i t i z e n r y ;  and 

WHEREAS, t h e  Sadowski A f f o r d a b l e  Housing A c t  p r o v i d e s  a  c o n t i n u i n g  
f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e  f o r  t h e  s u p p c ~ r t  o f  a f f o r d a b l e  hous ing  a c t i v i t i e s ;  

NOW THEREFORE BE I T  ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY C[YMMI:SSIONERS OF 
NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA: 

SECTION I. DECLARATION OF POLICY 

I t  i s  hereby d e c l a r e d  t o  be t h e  p o l i c y  o f  Nassau County,  i n  t h e  exe r -  
c i s e  o f  i t s  p o l i c y  power f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  s a f e t y ,  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  and genera l  
w e l f a r e ,  t o  s u p p o r t  and encourage t h e  i n i t i a t i v e s  wh ich  enhance t h e  a v a i l -  
a b i l i t y  o f  and a c c e s s i b i l i t y  t o  a f f o r d a b l e  hous ing  f o r  a l l  c i t i z e n s  o f  
Nassau County, F l o r i d a .  

SECTION 11. PURPOSE 

T h i s  o r d i n a n c e  s p e c i f i e s  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  s t a t u t o r i l y  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  
p l a n n i n g ,  imp lemen ta t i on ,  and r e c e i p t  o f  f unds  under t h e  S t a t e  Hous ing 
I n i t i a t i v e s  P a r t n e r s h i p  (SHIP) Program as governed hy  Chapter  91-37 o f  t h e  
F l o r i d a  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Code. 
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SECTION 111. DEFINITIONS 

The d e f i n i t i o n s  enumerated i n  s. 420.9071, F l o r i d a  S t a t u t e s  and i n  
Ru le  91-37.002, F l o r i d a  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Code o f  t h e  S t a t e  Housfng I n i t i a -  
t i v e s  P a r t n e r s h i p  Program Rules  s h a l l  a p p l y  t o  t h e  te rms  used i n  t h i s  O r d i -  
nance. 

SECTION I V .  LOCAL SHIP PROGRAM ESTABLISHMENT 

1. There s h a l l  be c r e a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  f i s c a l  and a c c o u n t i n g  
r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  Board  o f  County Commissioners o f  Nassau County a  
s p e c i a l l y  d e s i g n a t e d  and d e d i c a t e d  AFFORDABLE HOUSING TRUST FUND, 
h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  "FUND." The FUND s h a l l  be c r e a t e d  
w i t h i n  t h i r t y  (30)  days  o f  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h i s  O r d i -  
nance. S a i d  FUND s h a l l  be s o l e l y  r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h e  d e p o s i t  and 
e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  f unds  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  Loca l  Housing A s s i s t a n c e  
Program r e q u i r e d  by  Ru le  91-37.004( l ) (a )  o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  Admini s- 
t r a t i v e  Code. S a i d  FUND s h a l l  be a u d i t e d  a n n u a l l y  and t h e  f i n a n -  
c i a l  c o n d i t i o n  t h e r e o f  s h a l l  be s e p a r a t e l y  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  a u d i t e d  
f i n a n c i a l  s ta temen ts  o f  t h e  County.  Copies o f  s a i d  a u d i t  s h a l l  
be p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  F l o r i d a  Hous ing F inance Agency, t h e  F l o r i d a  
Department o f  Community A f f a i r s ,  and/or  o t h e r  agenc ies  as d e s i g -  
n a t e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  o f  F l o r i d a .  

C o n c u r r e n t  w i t h  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h i s  Ord inance,  t h e  Nassau County 
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM, h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  
"PROGRAM," s h a l l  be e s t a b l i s h e d  and approved b y  t h e  Board  o f  
County Commissioners d e s i g n a t i n g  t h e  s t r a t e g i e s ,  approaches, and 
p l a n s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  SHIP funds  i n  c o n f o r m i t y  
w i t h  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  Ru le  91-37.007 o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
Code. The Board  o f  County Commissioners s h a l l  c r e a t e  a  Housing 
A s s i s t a n c e  P a r t n e r s h i p  w h i c h  s h a l l  be t h e  v e h i c l e  f o r  implementa- 
t i o n  o f  t h e  SHIP PROGRAM, w i t h  Commission approva l  o f  t h e i r  ac- 
t i o n s .  The P a r t n e r s h i p  s h a l l  be compr ised o f  n o t  more t h a n  19, 
n o r  l e s s  t h a n  9  members r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  i n t e r e s t s  d e l i n -  
e a t e d  i n  Ru le  91-37.002(24) o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Code. 
The members s h a l l  be a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  Board  o f  County Commission- 
e r s .  A l l  mee t ings  o f  t h e  P a r t n e r s h i p s  s h a l l  be open t o  t h e  pub- 
l i c  and s h o u l d  be h e l d  i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  P u b l i c  P a r t i c i p a -  
t i o n  P lan .  The PROGRAM d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  SHIP funds  
s h a l l  be adopted b y  t h e  Board o f  County Commissioner. 

SECTION V. SHIP PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION 

R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  PROGRAM, on b e h a l f  o f  
Nassau County, f o r  t h e  f i r s t  two y e a r s ,  s h a l l  be p r o v i d e d  under  c o n t r a c t  
by :  The N o r t h e a s t  F l o r i d a  Reg iona l  P l a n n i n g  C o u n c i l .  

SECTION V I .  AFFORDABLE HOUSING ADVISORY C M I T T E E  

On t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  Ord inance,  t h e  Nassau County A f f o r d a b l e  
Housing A d v i s o r y  Committee s h a l l  be c r e a t e d ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  t o t a l  o f  n i n e  
(9 )  members mee t ing  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  Board  o f  County Commissioners. 
Appo in tment  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  t h e  A d v i s o r y  Committee, t h e i r  t e rms  o f  se r -  



v i c e ,  t h e  Committee a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e ,  and f requency  o f  Committee 
meet ings  s h a l l  be e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  R e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  Board. A  m a j o r i t y  o f  
t h e  membership o f  s a i d  Committee s h a l l  be  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  conduc t  o f  mem- 
b e r s h i p  o f  s a i d  Committee s h a l l  be r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  conduc t  o f  o f f i c i a l  
bus iness ,  and a l l  Committee mee t ings  s h a l l  be  p u b l i c l y  a d v e r t i s e d  o r  no- 
t i c e d  i n  t h e  l o c a l  p r i n t  media h a v i n g  t h e  l a r g e s t  community-wide c i r c u l a -  
t i o n .  The Committee s h a l l  s e r v e  i n  an a d v i s o r y  c a p a c i t y  and s h a l l  m in ima l -  
l y  p e r f o r m  t h e  r e v i e w  f u n c t i o n s  s t i p u l a t e d  i n  s.420.9076, F l o r i d a  S t a t u t e s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  development o f  recommendations t o  t h e  Board  r e g a r d i n g  a c t i o n s  
t o  address  impediments,  c r e a t e  i n c e n t i v e s ,  o r  s u p p o r t  expans ion o f  a f f o r d -  
a b l e  hous ing  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  l o c a l  a rea.  S a i d  recommendations 
s h a l l  be i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  Loca l  A f f o r d a b l e  Hous ing I n c e n t i v e  P l a n  wh ich  
s h a l l  be p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  Board  b y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  Committee. Wi th-  
i n  n i n e t y  (90)  days  o f  o f f i c i a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  I n c e n t i v e  P l a n  t o  s a i d  
g o v e r n i n g  body, t h e  P l a n  s h a l l  be adopted by  Ord inance o f  t h e  Board o f  
County Commissioners. The A d v i s o r y  Committee s h a l l  be compr ised o f  one 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f r o m  each o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n t e r e s t s ,  p l u s  t h r e e  ( 3 )  a t -  
l a r g e  members: 

1. Labor engaged i n  homebui ld ing ;  
2. Advocacy f o r  1  ow-i ncome persons; 
3. A f f o r d a b l e  hous ing  p r o v i d e r s ;  
4 .  Real e s t a t e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s; 
5. R e s i d e n t i a l  homebui lders ;  
6. Bank ing  o r  mortgage b a n k i n g  i n d u s t r y .  

A f t e r  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  I n c e n t i v e  P l a n  b y  t h e  Board  o f  County 
Commissioners, t h e  A d v i s o r y  Committee w i l l  be d i s s o l v e d ,  w i t h  a l l  o v e r s i g h t  
f u n c t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  encourag ing  a f f o r d a b l e  hous ing  t o  be h e l d  by  t h e  
Board o f  County Commissioners. 

SECTION V I I .  REPEALING CLAUSE 

A l l  Ord inances o r  p a r t s  o f  Ord inances i n  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h i s  Ord inance 
a r e  hereby r e p e a l e d  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  such c o n f l i c t  o r  i n c o n s i s t e n c y .  

SECTION V I I I .  SEVERABILITY 

I f  any s e c t i o n ,  s u b s e c t i o n ,  sentence,  o r  c l a u s e ,  o r  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n  o f  
t h e  Ord inance  i s  h e l d  i n v a l i d ,  t h e  rema inder  o f  t h i s  Ord inance  s h a l l  n o t  be 
a f f e c t e d  b y  such i n v a l i d i t y .  

SECTION I X .  EFFECTIVE DATE 

T h i s  Ord inance  s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  upon r e c e i p t  o f  o f f i c i a l  acknowledg- 
ment t h a t  s a i d  Ord inance has been f i l e d ,  o r  t h i r t y  (30)  days  a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  
o f  enactment,  wh ichever  i s  l a t e r .  


